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assistance as you deem appropriate under 
title V of the Stafford Act at 100 percent 
Federal funding. 

Further, you are authorized to make 
changes to this declaration to the extent 
allowable under the Stafford Act. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this memo-
randum.

Memorandum on Declaration Under the Stafford Act for Texas: Space 
Shuttle Columbia
February 1, 2003 

Memorandum for the Director of the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Subject: Declaration Under the Stafford Act 
for Texas: Space Shuttle Columbia

I have determined that the emergency 
conditions in certain areas of the State of 
Texas in connection with the events relating 
to the loss of the Space Shuttle Columbia
on February 1, 2003, are of sufficient sever-
ity and magnitude to warrant an emergency 
declaration under section 501(b) of the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121– 
5206 (the ‘‘Stafford Act’’). The basis for 
my decision to make this declaration pursu-
ant to section 501(b) of the Stafford Act 
includes the fact that the space shuttle and 
the space program are Federal property 
and Federal programs. I, therefore, declare 
that such an emergency exists in the State 
of Texas. 

In order to provide Federal assistance, 
you are hereby authorized to coordinate 
and direct other Federal agencies and fund 
activities not authorized under other Fed-
eral statutes and allocate from funds avail-
able for these purposes, such amounts as 
you find necessary for Federal emergency 
assistance and administrative expenses. 

Pursuant to this emergency declaration, 
you are authorized to provide emergency 
assistance as you deem appropriate under 
title V of the Stafford Act at 100 percent 
Federal funding. 

Further, you are authorized to make 
changes to this declaration to the extent 
allowable under the Stafford Act. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this memo-
randum.

Remarks on Project BioShield in Bethesda, Maryland 
February 3, 2003 

Thanks for that warm welcome. It’s a 
delight to be here at the National Institutes 
of Health, a center of excellence, a center 
of the brilliance of the American people. 
It is a place where so many good people 

do work every day to help save lives, and 
we’re thankful for that. America is really 
proud of what you do here. NIH is a great 
credit to America. 
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